AQ.CCMHN

MDSC/Canadian Community Mental Health Network (CCMHN)
Monthly Meeting Minutes

Date: September 16, 2024
Location: Teams
Link to next meeting (Oct 21, 12:30 p.m. ET): here

Attendees:

e Ken Porter

e Sharla Robertson
¢ Jacqui Wasacase
e Brad Glynn

e Martin Boucher

e Gary Thandi

Opening Remarks:

e The meeting commenced with general greetings and updates from team members on
their personal and work-related activities.

Agenda Items:

1. Budget and Funding Initiatives:

o The focus was on the pre-budget consultation submission where $50 million
over five years is requested to establish a community mental health fund.

o Updates to come on the ongoing advocacy campaign aimed at engaging MPs to
support mental health funding.

2. MIRA:

o Discussion about the integration of Al in mental health support and the ongoing
development of a conversational Al model to improve accessibility to mental
health resources.

3. Access to Medication:

o Review of the Access Project and the challenges in timely access to medications
for mental illness.

4. Roundtable on Mental Health:

o Outcomes from the recent roundtable discussion with health system experts,
highlighting recommendations for improving transparency and patient
engagement.

5. Advocacy and Partnerships:

o Introduction of Santis Health as the new government relations firm to assist in
advocacy efforts.

o Plans for upcoming advocacy days aimed at meeting MPs to further mental
health initiatives.


https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NDUwYjg4NGEtYTZhMi00YzI4LThlMDUtNjhlNjI3NzZkMjE2%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%226cc9c607-ffab-4a25-aaca-5aa93fa0efcb%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2233170e61-978d-4c34-9b02-ec23d755b9f3%22%7d
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6. Workshops and Training Opportunities:
o Announcement of the 90-minute virtual workshop by Realize on social inclusion
for people with HIV and disabilities.
Next Meeting:

e Scheduled for the third Monday of the following month, continuing the regular meeting
schedule. October 21, 2024. 12:30 pm et.

Adjournment:

e Meeting concluded with closing remarks and expressions of enthusiasm for upcoming
projects and collaborations.



